Adenocarcinoma of the cervical oesophagus arising from ectopic gastric mucosa. The histochemical determination of its origin.
A case of adenocarcinoma of the cervical oesophagus was examined by employing a battery of histochemical techniques and was demonstrated to arise from ectopic gastric mucosa. The patient was a 66-year-old Japanese male. Endoscopy revealed an ulcerated tumour on the right anterior wall of the cervical oesophagus, approximately 16 cm from the incisor teeth. Pathological examination of surgically removed specimens showed well-differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma. Ectopic gastric mucosa was found in the oesophageal mucosa adjoining the carcinoma. Histochemical stains for characterizing mucosubstances and immunostains for various antigens were used. In addition to this carcinoma, ectopic gastric mucosa in the oesophagus and normal oesophageal, cardiac, tracheal and bronchial mucosa were also examined. The results showed that the carcinoma contained mucins, which showed reactivities characteristic of the gastric surface mucous cell (galactose oxidase-cold thionin Schiff reactive) and gland mucous cell (paradoxical concanavalin A staining reactive). Ectopic gastric mucosa consistently contained these mucins, but other tissue sites lacked them.